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TO THE 


WorTHY MEMBERS 
OF THE 


SOCIETY: 


| FOR THE 
Reformation of Manners, 


I N 


The Town and County of the 
Town of Nottingham. 


Gentlemen, 
Qi it is upon your Defire, 
that T firſt preached and now 
publiſh this Sermon, I ſhall 


x | wot make any Apology for appearing 


in Print on this Occafion ; tho' there 
are ſo many excellent Sermons by my 
Reverend Brethren, both Conformiſts 

A2 and 


To the Reader. * 


4nd Nonconformiſts already publiſh- 
ed, for the incauraging - aud wo 
both Societies and Perſons to, and 
diretting them' in that great and 
good Work you and many others are 
ingined in, for the Reformation of 
Manners. 7. am ſenfible I can add 
little, if any thing to what bath 


_ alreafly been preached and publiffed 


po This Subjet ; yet was not un- 
willing to grarifie you in your De- 
fire, ſeeing bereby 1 bave an Oppor- 
thre 40 grove my" Teftimony to this 
Work of the Lord, and expreſs my 
bearty rejoycing init, and deſire of 
the 1 Advance and Proſperity of it. 
I ſhall pray, that God would emi- 
wently bleſs what hath been preach- 
ed and publiſhed concerning this 
Matter, to all, and eſpecially to you, 
to incourage your Hearts and ftrenge 
then year Bland Tou have 4 
Incouragement to go' on from the 
Nature of the Work," which is 
much”. for God's Glory ; and there- 
fore very pleaſing to him, if done 


H* 


vs 
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fincerely, from right Principles. to 


right Ends, and in .a Yight Man- 
ner : And it may be a. means to dv 
good to Souls, in preventing "fur- 
ther Sin and Guilt, yea, it. may 
through God's Bleſſing, bring Per- 
ſons not only to outward Reformas» 
tion, but to ſound Converſions '. aud 
you may hereby be Bleſſed, ' not only 
to prevent a Multitude of Sins, but 
alſo to ſave Souls from Death : 
And if it (hould be but one finigle 
Soul, that you ſhould thus wing it 
would be well worth all the Pains. 
you take, and. the Difficulties, 'you 
are called to encounter with. 


And this would be a means to 
prevent, or remove, publick Fudg- 
ments, and further the continuing 0 
preſent, and obtaining of more */ 
lick Mercies. 


And you axd others ingaged, have 
alſo great Incouragement, and great 
Matter for thankful Acknowledg- 


ments 
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ments to God, on atcount of his in- 
clining the Hearts of many Magji- 
frrates with a Pious, Chriſtian Zeal, 
to promote this good Work, and 
alſo on account® of the Succeſs, you 
as well as others, have been bleſſed 
with by God, very diſcernably, in 
the - confiderable Reftraint of many 
Sins, 


And further, to excite you to a 
well-tempered Zeal, and vigorous 
going on in the Work you have in- 
gaged im. Conſider, you know not how 
little a while you have to work in 
for God, and your own and others 
Souls, and for the publick good. God's 
late Providence ſhould be laid to 
Heart, and greatly improved by you ; 
that very awful and cutting Stroke, 
J mean, the Death of that eminent 
Chriſtian, and eminent Member of 
your Society, who was ſo very attive 
for God in his whole Courſe, and in 
this Work in particular; Mr. Joſeph 
Barrett, Grocer, (Son of Mr. John 
Barrett, 
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Barrett, my dear Fe/low-Labourer, 
and one of your aged Miniſters) a 
great Loſs to the Church, and a more 
particular Loſs to your Society. 1 
do not know of any private Chriſtian 
that laid out himſelf more in promo- 
ting this Work, both by his Pen and 
Purſe. How many Letters hath he 
written to Monilbers and others in 
York, Hull, Lincoln, Leiceſter, 
Coventry, Cheſterfield, and ſeveral 
other Places, to excite them to the 
ſetting on foot this highly neceſſary 
Work ; and God hath ſucceeded bis 
Endeavours already, in ſeveral of 
thoſe Places: But God hath taken 
him away in the prime of his Time 
and Uſefulneſs, in his Entrance 
wpon the 34th Tear of bis Age. 1 
mention this to excite you to the 
greater Zeal and Attivity, that you 
may fland in the wide Gap, and © 
make up the great Breach bis Death 
hath made; and alſo, That when» 
ever your Lord cometh, he may find 
you. ſo doing, intent upon the —_ 


_ Fo the' Reader. 
he has ſet you to, as he did this 
precioys Servant of his. 


I fhall add no more, but earneſt 
Prayers, for you, and all others in- 
| gaged in this Work of Reformation 
| 1 Manners; that God would. ſtill 
F more and more ſpirit, coudud, ſtreng- 
'then and ſucceed you, which won 
ench rejoice the Heart of, 


| Yor Obli 

| wes ne R 
<0p9% Aﬀetionate, 

| wn Faithful Friend, 


and Servant, _. 
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HOSEA 2. 15. 
And I will give ber ber Vine- 


yards from thence, and the 


Valley of Achor for a Door 


of Hope. 
T ſary Dependence upon the 
Vecſe foregoing, as appears 

from thoſe Words in the Text, from 
thence ; that is, from the Wildernef, 
which God had faid he would bring 
her into, and there ſpeak to her heart, 
that is, ſpeak to her effeQually, in 
order to her Converſion to God, and 
thorow Reformation after her hor- 
rible Apoſtaſie from God; and in the 
iſſue, ſpeak comfortably to her upon 
her return to God by Repentance and 
Reformation. In the firſt Chapter of 
this Prophecy, and in the former part 
of this, God had been ſeverely threat- 
ning the People of the Fews, denoun- 
cing Judgments I them for =_ 
do- 


HESE Words have a nece[- 
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Idolatry, and other crying Abomina- 
tions 3 yet intermixes Exhorrations to 
Repentance, and propheſies and pro- 
miles of giving them Grace ta return 
to him, and of. his returning ro them 
in Grace and Mercy, and beſtowing 
upon them many both Temporal and 
Spiritual Mercies upon their return 
to him their only rightful Owner, 
their firſt Husband. In the ſecond 
Verſe he calls upon the Members of 
this Church cf the Fews, to plead 
with their Mother. Particular Mem- 
bers of a Church and private Perſons 
may and ought, to the utmoſt of 
their Power, and in their places (ha- 
ving begun at home, and firſt re- 
formed- themſelves and Families) fer 
upon and further publick Reforma- 
tion: And as Gcd calls on the 
Members of che Church to plead 
with their Mother, fo he himſelf 
calls on; ker to put away her Whore- 
doms and, Adulteries, threatning her 
it ſhe did nor, wer. 3. 6, 9, to the 
2 3th, and adds Promiles too of reclaim- 
ing her by Afﬀigtions; For tho* the 
Expie{ſiops here uſed, look like a 
Threetning, and are.in -pare fa, yec 
they are more @ Promiſe than a 
Threat- 
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Threatning, in regard of the gracious 
Iſſue and Effe& of it ; he ſays he 
will hedge up her. way with Thorns, 
yet promiſeth this ſhall be the Fru' 
of it, That ſhe ſhall ſay, I will go and 
return to my firſ® Hasband, &c. and in 
the 14th Verſe he favs, he will bring 
her into the Wilderneſs, but it was tc D 
ſpeak to her Heart effe&ually, both 
in way of quickening and Cornfore. 
When in the Wilderneſs ſhe hac 
brought her ſelf into by her Sins, nd 
God had brought her into by his righ- 
reous Judgments; God promiſes, That 
he would cnen bring her to Repentance 
and Reformation ; and thereupon, 
would reſtore to her the Mercies the 
had forfeited by her Sins, and give her 
the Valley of Achor for a Door of Hope. 
A Valley of fore troubie, as this Valley 
of Achor was to Iſrael at their firſt En- 
trance into Canaan; yet it they did re- 
torm,if they did reſtrain and puniſh Sin 
and Sinners, as I/rae! then did, and in 
that Courſe found, even this Valley to 
be a Door of Hope to them ; fo it 
ſhould be with the People of the Fews 
now, it they returned to God. 

In theſe Words there is a plain Re- 
ference to that Hiſtory, which we 
B 2 have 
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have in the 7th of Foſhua 53 where you 
have the Relation of Jfrae/s being 
worſted by the Men of 4;, upon A4chan's 
Sin there recorded ; for which, he and 
his whole Family were, in this Valley, 
put to Death, which had this Name, 
The Valley of Achor, given to it; partly 
from Iſrael's Trouble on the foremen- 
tioned Account, and partly from A- 
chan's Puniſhment there inflicted on him. 

Ie was a very fruitful Valley beeween 
Fericho and 45 ; their entring into 
which, and partaking of the Fruits of ir; 
was a Door of Hope to them, a Pledge 
and Earneſt, that God would give them 
full Poſſeflion cf the Land of Canaan : 
But that Door of Hope was ſhur againſt 
them for Achan's Sin, till Judgment 
was executed upon him for it ; but 
vpon that being done, this Door of 
Hope was opened to them again, they 
ſucceeded againſt 4;,and had that given 
them as a renewed Earneſt of their 
enjoying Canaan. 

So God promiſed here in the Text, 
in the time of Hoſea's prophecying, 
That cho? the People of Iſrael and F«u- 
dab, had by their Apoſtaſie, Idolatry, 
and many other Sins, brought them- 
ſelves into a Wilderneſs, a Valley of 
Achor, 
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Achor, a very troublous State, and daſh- 
ed their Hopes of Mercy ; yet it they 
would (as rae] did in the Days of 
Foſhua) reform and return to God, re- 
{train and puniih Sin, that ſhould be 
to them a Door of Hope, that God 


| would return to them in Mercy, and 


afford chem an abundant AMuence of 
all Mercies temporal and ſpiritual. So 
that this Text, and what may be ga: 
chered from it, affords great Incourage- 
ment to all Societies and Peifons, as 
do ingage to promate Reformation of 
Manners; by bringing to due legal 
Puniſhment Sin and Projaneneſs,Swear- 
ing, Drunkeaneſs, Uncleanneſs, Sab- 
bath-Profanation, and thoſe things and 
Praftices that are the Cauſes and Oc- 
calions of, and Provocations to theſe 
and thelike Enormicies. The Doctrine 
I ſhall raiſe from theſe Words, and by 
God's Aſſiſtance ſpeak co, as the time 
will permit, is this ; 

(Do&rine.) When a People have, by 
their Sins, brought chemſelves into a 
Wilderneſs-Condition, and into a Val- 
ley of Achor, into great Troubles and 
Diſtreſles ; yet if they be brought to 
Repentance and Reformation, and 
that Work be effectually ſet about and 

B 3 carried 
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ca"ried on, it will bs a Door of Hope 
of God's continuing or reſtoring his 
gracious Prefence among them, and 
beliowing upon them both ſpiritual 
and temporal Bieftings. This Doarine, 
borh what is implied, and what is ex- 
prefled in it, doth clearly ariſe from 
the Text compared with the Context. 

I. One Propoſition implied in the 
Text and Doctrine is, That the Sins of 
a People, yea of a profefling People, 
may and often do, bring them into a 
Wilderne(s-State,-a Valley. of Achor, 
into great 'Troubles and Diſtreſſes ; the 
Sins of a People provoke God to bring 
heavy Judgments upon them, which, 
tho* to the true People of God, they 
are intended in Mercy and Iftue fo ; 
God uſing their Troubles and Diftreſles 
as ſancified means, to (bring ther © 
Humiliation and Reformation, yet 
they are ſharp Chaſtenings, and are 
for the preſent, and to Senſe, a Valley 
of Achor, not joyous, but grievous, Heb. 
12. 11, This 1s clear, both from the 
Hiſtory to which this Expreflion of 
the Vailey of Acbor relates, Foſh. 7. and 
rom che preſent State of. the Church 
ot the Fews, in the time when Hoſea 
prophelied. In the: Hliftory' Joſh. 7. 
we 
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we read, That upon Acban's taking the 
acciurfed thing, a Babzloniſh Garment, 
and two bundred ſhekels of ſilver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty ſhekels weight, this 
broupht Judgments upon [/rael ; fo that 
they couid not ftand beio:e clie Men 
of Ai: Yea, God expreſly threatens, 
That he would not be with them any 
more, unleſs the accurfed were Gde- 
{troyed, and Judgment executed upon 
Achan for hiis Sin, fo to prevent the 
like Sir in others for the time to come. 
And the thing is Ilikewile clear, from 
the Cale of the Children of 1frael, in 
che time ct this Prophecy : In this 
Chapter, ver. 2-14, and cap. 4.v. I, 
2, 3. Wien there is no Truth, nor 
Me:cy, nor Knowledge ef God, bur 
(wearing, lying, committing Aculrery, 
&:bbath-Profanation, and the like break 
forth, God hath a Controverſy with 
ſuch a Land, and it thall be a Valley of 
Achor, it {hall mourn. 

II, Another Propoſition which may 
he. gathered, both from the Hiitory 
Foſb, 7. and the State of Iſrael, at the 
crime of the delivering this Prophecy 
is, That when God hath b:gun to 
ſhew Mercy to a People, hath brought 
them ovt of great Diſtreilzs, out of 21 
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Egypt, and a Wilderneſs, into a Ca- 
naan; a pleaſant Land, and fruitful 
Valleys, ſuch as this Valley of Acher 
was: Yet if a People then fall into pru- 
voking Sins, and do not humble them- 
ſelves, and reform their evil ways; yea, 
if every one in their ſeveral Places, do 
not endeavour to bring Sin and Sinners 
to Puniſhment, and reſtrain Sin and 
Profanenels in others what they can ; 
it provokes God to turn a fruicful Land 
into a barren Wilderneſs, a pleaſang 
Valley into a Valley of Achor. Thus 
it was With [/rael in the time of Foſhus ; 
God had delivered them out of Egypr, 
carried them through the Red-Sea, and 
Wilderneſs, and our of it through For- 
dan, as on dry Land; delivered Fe- 
richo into their Hands, given them Poſ- 
ſeflion, Livery and Seifin of a fruitful 
Valley, as a pledge of the full Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the whole, Theſe were won- 
Ce: ful Appearances of God for them ; 
yet for the Sin of Achan, till by their 
puniſhing him for ir, they had cleared 
themſelves from the Guile of ic, God 
turned this pleaſant Land and this fruit- 
ful Valley, . into a Valley of Acbor, a 
Valley of great Trouble, and threatens 
to mzke it ſtill more and longer fo, if 

they 
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they did not take away from the midit 
of them the accurſed thing.” And this 
Propoſition is alſo proved from- the 
Cale of Iſrael, in the time of this Pro- 
phet "Hoſes, who propheſied in the 
Days of Feroboam, the Son of Foaſh, 
King of 1/rael, cap. 1. v. 1. There was 
a Door of Hope opened to them in a 
Valley of Achor, in a time of great 
Trouble co the ten Tribes, as you may 
ſee, 2- King. 14. 25. to the end; the 
AtAliction of 1rael was very bitter, there 
was not any ſhut up or lefr, nor any 
Helper for 1rae/; then God ſaved them 
by the hand of this Feroboam the ſzcond, 
he reſtored the Coaſt of Jrael, as God 
had foretold: by the Prophet Fonab ; 
yet by the Sins of [rae/, this Door was 
ſoon ſhut, and they brought into a 
Valley of Achor again. 

HE. Another Propoſition, which is 
that I ſhall moſt inſiſt on, is, That when 
a People have ſinned themſelves into a 
Valley of Acbor, in regard of Trouble, 
yet if it prove to them as the Valley 
of Achor did to Iſrael, a means to bring 
them to Repentance and Reformation 
of Manners, yea, both of Heart and 
Life, and that Work be throughly and 
effeRually carried on, it is, and will be 

to 
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to them/a:Door of Hope; of the teſto- 
ring of ' God's gracious Preſence, and 
his beſtowing temporal -and fpiritual, 
yea, and Erernal Bleflmgs.upon thern, ' 

Now in handling this Propoſttion, I 
ſhall ſpeak fomewhary God aflifting, to 
theſe particulars. ('L) . Briefly ſhew 
what kind of Reformation of Manners 
that is,” which will render a Valley of 
Achor a Door of Hope, and which all 
muſt endeavour to ſet: on *foor, and 
carry onto the uttermoſt, as- they 
would have well-grounded Hopes that 
it will be fo. (IL) Prove from Scrip: 
ture, That the right endeavouring, and 
much more the effecting ſuch a Refor- 
mation, will open a Door of Hope. 
CLIT.) Give the Reafons of ir, (IV.JShew 
what it will be a Door of Hope of, and 
(V.) Apply it. 

(I.) What kind of Reformation it is, 
and what Attempts and Endeavours to- 
wards it, are thoſe, that will prove a 
Door of Hope of God's gracious P:2- 
lence with, and Blefling upon a People. 

(1.) The Atcempts and Endeavours 
after Reformation of Manners, that 
will be a Door of Hope to thoſe that 
ingage in ſuch a Work, whether Ma- 
giltrates, Miniſters, or private Chrt- 
ſtians ; 
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ſtians; and whether in 'Societies, or 
ſingle Perſons, they muft be - vigorous, 
unweatied and perſevering, not giving 
over upon ahty Diſcouragements they 
meet with. All that ingage'itv fach a 
Work as the Reformation of the looſe, 
profane Manners of a degenerate, ' de- 
bauched Ape, had need be furniſhed 
with holy Courage and Refolution to 
0 on apainſt ' all Diſcouragements : 
eak and faint Endeavours will never 
prevail againſt 'ftrong and rampant 
Sins, and raging . Corruptions. Saran 
will rage and raile Oppoſition, when 
he ſees his Kingdom firuck at and ſha- 
ken ; and wicked Men will ſtruggle 
hard, e'er they will part wich their de- 
loved, reigning, pleaſing, proficable Sins 
that they have been long accuſtomed 
to, and fee them derhroned- and re- 
ſtrained, 2 Sam. 24. 6, 7. The Men of 
Belial are fuch as carmot be taken with 
Hands, or gentle dealing, but he that 
toucherh - ther muſt be fenced with 
Iron, and the Staff of a Spear. See 
therefore, all you chat ingage in this 
Work, that you, and your Endeavours 
for Reformation of Manners be, and 
pray that they may be, vigorons and 

unwearied, 
(2.) The 
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(2.) The Reformation that will be a 
Door of Hope, and which you muſt 
endeavour to promote, mult be tho- 
row, both in Heart and Life; not a 
Reformation by halves, nor only re- 
forming the groſs, ourward Acts of 
mote than ordinary heinous, ſcanda- 
lous Sins, ſuch as Swearing, Drunken- 
neſs, Uncleanneſs, open Sabbath-Pro- 
ſanation, and the like; but even.thoſe 
chat are leſſer Sins, in the Eſteem of 
Men, ſuch as unruly Paflions, Cove- 
touſnels, Pride of Heart and Life, &c. 
Theſe we mult pray and endeavour to 
our utmoſt the Reformation of, firlt of 
all in our ſelves, and then in others, as 
ever we would open a Door of Hope 
for thorow Mercies, eſpecially fpiricual 
and eternal ones : There muſt be En- 
deayours to promote a Reformation in 
our ſelves and others, of Sins of Omil- 
fion as well as of Commiſſion : To 
bring our ſelves and preſs others, to the 
conſcientious Performance of Family- 
Worſhip, of conſtane daily reading the 
Word and Prayer, Morning and Even- 
ing ; frequent inſtrufting and catechi- 
ſing Children and Seryants ; ſtrict Sab- 
bath-Sandification as well as reform- 
ing groſs Sabbath-Profanation ; _ 

eng 
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the Performance of ſecret Duties. Ic 
is true, we cannot reform others ſecret 
and Heart-Sins, the Laws of Men do 
not reach theſe ; but we muſt earneſtly 
pray for, and preſs this Reformation. 
Nor can we compe] Men, by the Laws 
of Men, to Family and ſecret Duties, 
but we muſt exhort to theſe Duties. 
Thoſe Governours of Families that are 
known to live in the Negle& of theſe 
Duties, may as juſtly be kept from Sa- 
craments, as Perſons guilty of outward 
Acts of Sin, till they give Evidence of 
their Repentance and Reformation. I 
grant that even upon the Reformation 
of Manners, as to outward Aqts of groſs 
and ſcandalous Sins, God may ſuſpend 
the Execution of temporal Judgments 
for a time, and may vouchlafe ſome 
temporal Mercies, as we fee exempli- 
fied in Ahbab's Humiliation, and Nine- 
veh's Repentance and preſent Reforma- 
tion; but theſe were but Reprievee, 
both in the Caſe of 4hbab, who after- 
wards was cut off by an untimely and 
violent Death, x Xing. 22. 34, 35, and 
ſo it proved with Nymeveb, as the Pro. 
phecy of Nahum doth emphatically 
ſhew. Ir is only chorow Reformation 
that can open a Door of Hope, to ob- 

rain 
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tain thorow Mercies, eſpecially ſpiri- 
tual ones; this therefore you ſhould be 
ſure to labaur after your ſelves, and 
pray for, preſs, and endeavour to pro- 
mote in others, yea, carry on outward 
Reformation in order to promoting this. 

(3.) That Reformation of Manners, 
which | will be an effe&ual Door of 
Hope, of obtaining thorow Mercies, 
eſpecially ſpiritual ones, muſt be a ſin- 
cere, unfeigned Reformation, fuch an 
one as hath the Heart ingaged in it, 10 
as that Sin is not only left but loathed, 
Duties not only performed but loved 
and delighted in; Sin forſaken and 
Duty performed from - Principles of 
Faith and Love, When Judah return- 
ed not with her whole Heart, but feign- 
edly, Fer. 3. 10. out of Complyance 
with, or Fear of the Laws of Men, 
Judgment was ſuſpended ' for a time, 
during the Life of a good Foftab, but 
was executed upon Fudeh after his 
Death : Therefore if any of you be re- 
formed from groſs Sins, fee it be not 
only from Fear of Men, or their Laws, 
or to procure their Favour, but thar 
your Reformation be ſincere and un- 
feigned, as ever you would have it to 
be a Door of Hope, of obtaining ſpiri- 
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tual Mercies, or laſting temporal 
Mercies. 

(4.) That Reformation that will be 
a Door of Hope of obtaining God's 
gracious Prelence,and ſpiritual Mercies, 
yea, temporal Mercies in Mercy mult 
proceed from andbe accompanied with 
Faith in Chriſt, Men muſt not only 
come off from the allowed Practice of 
Sin, to the Performance of formerly 
negleted Duties, but they muſt come 
thorowly home co Chriſt ; ſo as not 
to truſt in their Reformation; as their 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs, but truſt in 
Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs alone for 
their Juſtification ; truſt ia him, and 
him alone, as the Lord their only 
Righteouſneſs and their only Strength, 
Iſai, 45 24. fo as by Faith to fetch 
Strength from Chriſt, to forſake Sin, 
do Duty, and exerciſe Grace, and be 
able to ſay, as 2 Cor. 6. 13. | have be- 
lieved and therefore have I ſpoken, I 
have forſaken ſuch Sins, done ſuch 
Duties, not only for Fear of Puniſh- 
ment by the Laws of Men, or to 
pleaſe Friends, gain Credit among 
Chriſtians, or (top the Mouth of Con- 
icience ; but becauſe I believed the 
Precepts, Threatnings and Promiſes . 
the 
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the Word, yea, do believe in and reſt © 
upon Chrif for my Juſtification, San- #- 
Rification and Salvation ; and rely up- ? 
on him for Strength againſt Sio, and Þ 
unto Duty and the Exerciſe of Grace. » 
Tr's true, ſuch a Reformation we can- *0 
not produce in others, no, nor in our T 
ſelves neither ; for Faich is the Gift of * 
God, but this you may, and ſhould 4 
pray for, both for your ſelves and o- + \ 
thers, and this you ſhould preſs: And - 

{ 

e 


Miniſters ſhould in all their Exhorta- 
tions of People to Reformation, preſs | 
them not to reſt in any thing ſhort of © 
Chriſt, Faith in him, Union to him, 
and Communion with him, as our ( 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, SanRification 
and Redemption ; and let us all fee, t 
that we take up in no Reformation * 
ſhore of this, 

A Reformation in our ſelves and o- 
thers, thus qualified, will be a great ! 
and effetual Door opened to you, of * 
Hope of obtaining ſpiritual and eter- * 
nal Mercies, yea, and temporal too, 
fo far as ſhall be for God's Glory, and - 
your real good. 

IL. The ſecond General Head is, to 
prove the Point, That the ſetting upon, 
and vigorouſly and effeQually carrying *% 

on 


t 
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pn a Work" of Reformation, opens a 


cru of Hope of God's Preſence in and 
Sk, 


and: 'Blefling upon 'a” Place or 


People. Ir is abundantly; proved out of 
jrhis Chapter, Irom many other Texts 
*of Scripttire ; butthe Scripture-Proof, 


I ſhall refer to three Heads. 

(1.) Ir appears, That when a People 
are in a Wildernefs-Condition, in a 
Valley of Atbor, and brought into ſuch 


{a Stace by their Sins; a right and tho- 


row Reformation is the way to make 
the Valley of Achor a Door of Hope, in 


; that God Yorh in ſuch Caſes, require it 


& a Duty, and dire to it as a Means 
ito open to a People a Door of Hope, of 
God's removing Judgments from, and 
beftowing Mercies upori a People - 


4 Thus, in che fecond Verſe ofthis Chap- 
| ter, he calls upon the: Children to 


lead wich their Mother (even privats 


+ Chriſtians are,, in their place, to pro- 
| mote Churgh-Reformation) , ahd | di- 
; res wharſhould be done by Churche# 


and particular Members, to-prevenr or 
remove Fudgments, and'obrain Mer- 
Gies 3 ler her pur away her Whoredoms 
out of her Sight, as the way to prevent 


; the Judgtnent-imnentiontd in the follow: 
{ 10g Yerfes' (ff 


C (4) It 
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(2.) It appears, That ſetting upon, 
and carrying on thorow, Reformation 
in the Hearts and Lives;of ;Men, is the 
way to make a Valley.,of Achor a Doge 
of Hope, in that God promiles to fend. 
Afﬀidtions .an his People, and youchs. 
ſafe a ſanified Uſe of them.for thi 
end : Thus the 6th and. 7th Verſes of 
this Chapter look like, and are deliver- 
ed in the Form of a Threatning. for 
the moſt part of them ; but, they claſs. 
with a precious Promile, That her hz-. 
ving her way hedge up with Thorns, 
ſhall have this gracious [fue and Eb. 
fet, that ſhe ſhall ſay, I will 2c 
and return to, my firſt Huband, þ «, 
and this was. to. give her a, Door of 
Hope; fo, God. promiſerh, P/. 89. 3e. 
36, ' He . will not take; away his 
Loving-kindneſs, but bring. Meat out 
of the Eater. ] | 

(3.) lr appears, , That, God will 
make a_ Valley of Aþ97..4, Door, of 
Hope, when by their Atllictions they. 
are brought. co. Reformation, ip. that 
God hath. made many gracious Pro. 
miles, Thos when a CEOS, TEeprN. 

im by, thorow Reformation, he. wa 
retury to them in: Mexcy....You have 
many fuch Promiſes in this, Chapter, 

| an 
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and many other Scriptures z thus in 
the Text, when the Names of Baalim 
were taken out of her Month, then 
God would give her her Vineyards, 
ſhe ſhould ſing in the Valley of Acbor, 
where before ſhe was troubled and 
mourned; and in the 18th Verſe, how 
many Bleſſings are promiſed God 
would betroth her to him in Righte- 
ouſnefs, and Judgments in Loving- 
kindneſs, and Mercies and Faithfol- 
neſs; and in the end of the Chapter, 
adds remporal Mercies too, and clofeth 
with the beſt at aft. $So'2 Chr. 7. 13, 
14. Iſai. 1. 16, 20, and 25, 26. 
Fer. 3.12, 13, 14, 15, and 22, Mal. 3, 
ro, Ir, 12, All theſe Promiſes, and 
many more ſuch, hath God made to 
a Peoples thorow Reformation and Re- 
ern to God. 

(4.) The Truth of the Doerine ap- 
pears from the Inſtances of God's deal- 
ing with his People, and the Experien- 
ces of God's People to this purpoſe 
recorded in the Scripture : What they 
by their 'Sins, had made to themſelves 
a Valley of Achor, God, when he hath 
brought them to Repentance and Re. 
formation, hath made a Door of Hope 
to them; this is clearly proved from 

C 2 that 
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that fore-mentioned 7th of Joſhua, when 
Achan had ſinned in the accurſedthing 
that Valley, which was a Door of Hope 
of their:full-poſſefling the Land of Ca- 
naen, Was turned intoa Valley of Achor; 
but when Ie! reformed and executed 
Juſtice upon: Achan, the Valley of Achor 
became again.a Door of Hope to them. 
Another Inſtance of this you have in 
Tudger the noth; Ireel by their Sins, 
had brought themſelves into a Valley 
of Acher, into great Diſtreſſes, wer. 6, 
10. and yet more, when natwith- 
{tandingtheir Contefhon, they received 
that cutting Anſwer from the Lord, wer. 
Io, 15. yet when they not only 
confeſſed and prayed, but heartily re- 
formed, and put away the ſtrange Gods 
from among them, and ſerved the Lord, 
then there was a Door of Hope opened 
to them, and God's 'Soul was grieved 
for the Miſery of, 1fael, wver-26, But 
ſ> much for-the Scripture-Proof of the 
Doctrine. | 

(111): The Third Head propounded 
to. be ſpoken to, .in the-handling of the 
Deetrine, was therReaſons of ic. 

(1.) One Reaſon/why,. when'a Peo- 
ple that. by: cheir Sins. have broughe 
themlelye:, . and God: for , their rs 

atn 
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hath broughe them into a Wilderneſs, 
and a Valley of Achor, into great trou- 
ble ; yet whefi Repentance and Re- 
formation are ſet upon, and vigorouſly 
and effe&taally "carried on, there is a 
Door of Hope opened chem, is, becauſe 
by crue Repentance, and right and 
thorow Reformation, the deſerving, 
procuring, Cauſe of God's Judgments 
and a Peoples Troubles, are removed 
out of the way. Now the Cauſe be- 
ing removed, the Effe& ceales ; Sins 
unrepented of and unreformed, are the 
Cauſes of God's Judgments on a Peo- 
ple, and the great hindrances of God's 
Mercies to them; theſe are they that 
bring them into a Valley of Acbor, and 
keep them there, that ſhut the Door of 
Hope, and keep it ſhut againſt them, 
till they are removed by Faith, Repen- 
tance and Reformation. They are the 
Sins of a People chat ſeparate between 
them and their God, [/ai. 59. 2. and 
cauſe him to hide his Face from them 
that he will not hear ; therefore Iſrael 
could not ſtand before their Enemies, 
Foſh. 7. 12. Fer. 5.24, 25, 26, Ho. 4. 
1,2, 3. it is for unreformed Sins the 
Land mourns, and God hath a Con- 
troverſy with them; theſe ſhut the 

C3 Doar 
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Door of Hope, but when theſe are ra 
moved by a right Reformation, the 
Door is opened again. 

(2.) Another Reaſ{an of the Doerine, 
is drawn from the Free Grace of God, 
the Satisfation and Merit of Chriſt, 
and the free and gracious Promiſes of 
the Goſpel ; theſe are the only moving 
Cauſes, the chief ground and reaſon, 
why a People's Reformation opens a 
Door of Hope to them. God's free 
Grace in making Promiſes to Repen- 
tance and Reformation, ad his Truth 
and Faichfulneſs in fulfilling \themy is 
the only moving Cabſe, and Chriſt's 
Satisfaction the only metitorious pur» 
chaſing Cauſe of a People's Reforma- 
tion, being a Door of Hope to them 
it is not from any Worth or Merit in 
a returning, reforming People, as tho? 
they deſerved Mercy at God's Hand, 
or as if their Reformation was any 
part of their juſtifying Righteouſneſs , 
no, that belongs only to the Righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt. Sin indeed, is the true 
and proper, deſerving, and meritorious 
Cauſe of God's Judgments on People 
and Perſons ; and while the allowed 
Practice of them is continued, ſhuts 
the Door of Hope againſt them, but 
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our Repentanee and Reformation is 
ns meriting Cauſe of God's Mercy, or 
of opening a Door of Hope to us ; this 
is referved as the Prerogative of che 
Satisfaction; Meric, and Righteouſheſs 
of che dear Lord Jeſs. Repentance and 
Refortnation, Faith and Holineſs, God 
doth abſolutely and peremptorily re- 
quire, and ceftainly work in all that he 
pardons and ſaves, or infpecial Mercy 
vouchſafes even temporal Deliverance 
to, and ſuſpends the actual conferring 
of Saving-Mercy, till theſe are at leaſt 
ſeminally wrought ih Men in Rege- 
neration and effeual Calling, to ren- 
der them willing to accept of Chriſt, 
and of Mercy from God through Chriſt, 
to make Chriſt, and the Mercy of God 
through him precious, and to fit them 
rightly, to. imptove Mercy wheti they 
receive it : But he never intended theſe 
for juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; there- 
fore, in prefting Reformation on our 
ſelves of others, we muſt be very care- 
ful not to truſt in it as our juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs, -- the Cauſe of _—_ 
Mercy, but to aſcribe the opening o 
a Door of Hope to us; -only to the free 
Grace of God, the Merit of Chrift, 
and the Faichfaulneſs of God in making 
C4 good 
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good his free and gracious Promiles, 
which he hath made to Faith, Repen- 
tance, and Keformation. | 
(IV.) A Fourth general Head to be 
ſpoken to in handling the Dodtrine, is, 
what a right Reformation vigorouſly 
carried on, opens a Door of Hope to a 
People of obtaining; What ſuch Peo- 
ple or Perſons may hopeta receive from 
God, of his free Grace and Mercy ; 
which Particulars may, by way of An- 
ticipation, ſerve as Motives to every of 
us in our places to fet upon, and to our 
uemoſt, forward athorow. Reformation 
in our ownand others Hearts and Lives. 
(1.) When a People do fincerely and 
vigorouſly endeavour their own and 6 
thers Reformation, - and God bleſles 
theſe Endeayours, ſo that they take ef- 
{&, there is a Door of Hope ſet open, 
chat God will remove and turn away 
his Judgments, which by their Sins they 
ha-e brought upon themſelves. Repen- 
tance and Reformation is 'a. Door "of 
Hope, as it. is a Means of God's preſcri- 
bing, to prevent Judgments feared and 
threatned, and to remuve ({uch as are 
actually inflicted on, and telt by a Peo- 
ple ; thus in:the-often fore-quoted 7th 
of Zoſhus, when [rae took 'away the 
4 I accuried 
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urſed thing, then God removed the 
udgment that was upon them, and 
now the Men of 45 fall before them 
whom, till then, they could not ſtand 
before. 

(2.) Sincere Attempts and vigorous 

Endeavours for thorow Reformation, 
open a Door of Hope of God's youch- 
lafing his gracious Preſence with a Peo. 
ple, even after he was departed from 
them for their Sins, and his returning 
to them in Mercy, and that both in 
Spirituals and Temporals. 
\. (1;) In ſucceeding their Attempts a- 
gainſt God's and their Enemies, either 
preventing . them, or turning their 
Hearts, making chem to be at Peace 
with them, or giving them Succeſs a- 
2ainſt chem, delivering them out of 
the Hands of their Enemies ; yea, de- 
livering their Enemies into their hands, 
Prov. 16.17. TFoſb. 7. 12, and 8. 1, 2. 
tho' God ſaid, 1 will not be with you any 
more, unleſs the accurſed thing be taken 
away ; yet when that was done, God 
faith ro Joſhua, Fear not, 1 bave given 
Ai into thy hand. 

(2.) When a People are rightly and 
thoroughly reformed, it opens a Door 
of Hope of God's Preſence with them, 

| in 
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in bleffing them with able, wiſe, and 
Faichful Counſellours, Rulers and Gos 
vernours, and blefling their Counſels 
and Government, both for the cetwps. 
ral and ſpiritual good of ſuch a People, 
Iſai. 1. 16,---+20, and wer. 25,26. And 
this is 4 great Mercy. 

.J This Reformation opens a Door 
of Hope to a People, that God will bleſs 
them with Peace, Plenty, and Succeſs 
in theit Undertakings, fo far as ſhall be 
for God's Glory and their good: This 
ſecond of Hoſea proves this, wer. 17, 18, 
21, 22. When God takes away the 
Name of Baalim out of her Mouth, he 
makes a Covenant for them wich. the 
whole Creation, fo Fob 5. 19, -+-- to 
the end. 

(4.) Ir 6pens a Doot of Hope, that 
God will continue the Goſpel, and Go. 
ſpe-Ordinances among them in Pow- 
er, Putiry and Liberty, and his Blefling 
tpoh them ; for they are the Sins of a 
People that provoke God to remove 
the Candleftick, Rev. 2. 5, I will re- 
move it, faith God, there, except cho 
repent ; which implies, That if chey 
did repent, God wonld graciouſly con- 
tirine it, J/as. 55. 7, and 10 to the end. 


(5.) True 
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(5.) True Repentance and Reforma- 
tion opens. '4 Door of Hope, and is ati 
Evidehce, that Gad is, and-will be the 
God of ſuch a People: This Hoſ, 2. v. 
16, Thou (bale call me j&;, my Husband, 
and v. 19, 20, God would berroch them 
ro him in Loving-kindneſs and Faith- 
fulneſs : Theit Maker will betheir Huſf- 
band, 1a. 54: 5-and in the laſt Verſe 
of this ſeagond of Hoſea, 1 wilt ſay 
them, Thou are my People, and they 
ſhall ſay, Thou art my God, and you 
have heatd very well ; on a like occa- 
ſion to this, that happy is the People 
whoſe God is the Lord, ſuch have a 
Door of Hope opened to them large 
enough, as wide a Door and effeQual, 
as they need of can deſire. I now 
come to the 5th and laſt thing propo- 
ſes, viz. the Applicativh. 

And che only uſe I ſhall make of this 
Doctrine, ſhall be of Exhotcation : To 
all that bear the Name of Chriſtians. 
Seeing when a People have broughe 
themſelves into a Valley of Achor by 
theit Sins, a thorow Reformation is a 
Door of Hope, for obtaining God's gta- 
cious Preſence, and Blefling both it 
remporals and ſpirituals, Be ye all 
prevailed wich, to fet upon and pro- 
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mote this Work of Reformation, both 
in your own Hearts and Lives, and to 
the utmoſt of your power, im the Lives, 
yea, in the Hearts of others ; every one 
of you in your places, all joining Hearts 
and Hands in it. | 

(1.) Magiſtrates muſt be exhorted in 
their places duly, impartially, and vi- 
gorouſly, to put in Execution the Laws 
againſt Sinz yea, and to give all due 
Incouragement to all-fuch as regularly 
endeavour to ſtem the ſtrong Tide of 
Irreligion and Profanenefs, by bringing 
to Convidtion and legal Puniſhments, 
ſuch as are guilty of Tipling, Drunken- 
neſs, Swearing, Uncleannels, Sabbath- 
Profanation, and thole things, Perſons, 
and Places, that are Occaſions of, and 
Provocations to ſuch Sins, If God fir 
up, and ſpirit Magiſtrates to 'do their 
Duty in this Matter, it will be a Door 
of Hope, of God's continuing and fur- 
ther vouchſafing Mercy to us, and our 
Land, Fer. 5.1. If you can find a Man 
that executes Judgment, I will pardon ; 
a Man, i. e. a Magiſtrate, or great Man, 
as ver. 5, Bleſſed be God, we arz not 
altogether without this Door of Hope, 
God having ſtirred up our late Parlia- 
ment to- addreſs to His Majeſty, our 
Rightful, 
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Rightful, Gracions, King William, to 
iflue ont: bis Gracious, Religious Pro- 
clamation, for reſtraining and puniſh- 
ing Looſneſs and Profanenefs ; and bleſ(- 
fed be God, that hath inclined our Gra- 
cious Sovereign to iſſue out ſuch a'Pro- 
clamation : But the Execution of fuch 
Laws, for reſtraining and puniſhing 
looſe and profane Perſons and Prath 
ces, lies in the Hands, and at the:Doors 
of Inferiour- Magiſtrates, fueh'' as are 
Juſtices and Magiſtrates in"Corpora- 
rion*. And bleſſed be God, we are not 
without ſuch.in many places, and in 
this /place in- particular ; and ' fo not 
without this Door of Hope.: Magiſtrates 
therefore muſt be exhorted, ' prevailed 
with, and: incouraged to:go: on'-vigo» 
rouſly, impartially, and unweariedly in 
this Work. 7111 \.; 
(2.) And as Magiftrates, ſo Miniſters 
are hence.to be exhorted; to-promote 
Repentance- and Reformatiowin Peo- 
ple, both by =_ rene laſtru- 
Qions, Reproots, yea, Diſcipline, keep- 
ing Perſons guilty, of any Immnfvicies 
frem the Sacrament of the, Eeed's/Sup- 
per, till chey profeſs, and+give 'Evis 
dence of their ſincere Repencanedand 
Reformation; © - And this: #he': yety 
Rubrick 
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Rubiok ' of the Litargy- gives them 
power'to:do, at leaft for a time, and 
in-ordet &© further Proſecution : And 
they muſt ially, be ſure co forward 
this »Work of "Reformation, by 
theirbaraing and ſhining Examples.the 
peculiar Unblameableneſs, Convincing- 
nels, Holineh, and Spirituality of their 
Comerſations; and _Minifters ſhoutd 
incourage and firengthen che Hands of 
eheir People in vigorous” attempting 
the Reformation -of orhets; 'as by the 
ways juſl-now mentioned j'$6 by. inef: 
ting them 10 tell the Church,' yes, and 
the Magiftrate:100, in; cafe :of Obſti- 
ders, bath ' of cheir Souls: and: Bodies ; 
and for:chequrning away-of Judgraents, 
and obtaining Mercics open the publick. 
(3.) Privare Perſons are co beewhort> 
ed in their ſereral Srations 4nd Capaci- 
ties to their urmoſt; to promote che Re- 
formation of evil 'Manners; 'mmd 6 re- 
ſtrain' and: boing co-tepat Puniſhment 
looſe and profane 'Perfons,'jn order to 
theirReforniarioniand the publick good. 
They mui. te chisgood Work by 
their -Prayors, Teas; Counſels, Re: 
| and-Rxamples, and 'when” the 
cos grok, and. of publick yu” 
| al, 
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dal, by celling the Church as a ſpiritual 
Means to bring them to Repeatance z 
and by appl ing tome allo to the 
Magiſtrate tor. the executing the Laws 
them, in order co the reclaiming 
1% Parties offending, the warniag of 
others, and rrparing God's Judgment 
on the Land and Places where ſuch Sins 
arg. committed, Dread not being re- 
proached as Informers : It is ane. thing 
to bs Intormers for filthy Lycre, and 
33ainſt Perlons far cheir Conſcientiouf- 
uek, and in Matners of Religion, where 
che difference is. not in Fundamental 
and neceſlary Dodtriaes, or. in Matters 
of Practice and Worſhip, whergip good 
Men may diffgr ; there is a great'deal 
of differenge between malicious and 
Yeeations Latormationsang Convigiong 
ol that nature; and endeavouripg to 
put good Laws in Execytipn againſt 
Protanenels and Blaſphemy, and ſuch 
things as ace undeniably Gnfal, and pro» 
roking, and angering the Singers them- 
elves and many others. As the. Carte 
caufleſs ſhall not come, lo you need not 
fear (and- myſt nat be frighted from 
plain Duty,..by) grouadlels' Slandery 
and Reproaches. It is no Matter of 
Reproach, but on the contrary, of a 
war 
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ward Satisfa&tion, and outward Repy- 
tation, with all ſerious, yea, ſober Per- 
ſons, 'to be inſtrumental in reſtraining” 
and puniſhing the Impieties of the Age, 
in orderto' the NOTOn, F98, potht- 
bly eternally laving the Offenders, ho- 
nouring and pleaſing God, and - 3 
ring his Blefling upon the publick, 
which ſhould be your ends in all you 
do in this way. But Tſhall not further 
inſiſt on this, nor at all mention ſeveral 
echings which might have been inſtanced 
in, becauſe It is f@ well and fully done 
in- thoſe' many excellent, Sermons 
preached by ſeveral, both" Conformiſts 
and Nonconformiſts to. the Societies 
for -Reformation in London ; and alſo 
iv-«hat” Sermon, which you of this 
Place lately heard, and have alſo now 
i Printto recur co. "AT ſhall there-' 
fore furcher 'do, is © back*this Duty 
wich {oine- 'Motives,* and guide ic by 
fome Dire&ions, for' yorr fo orderin 
the - Matter, © as 'to' open” a Door br 
Hope! your ſelves andthe Nation. * 
: They ſhell be fetched From the Text 
and\Context,: and the Particolars' laid | 
handling dfthe Doctrine." | 
:0(L): For Motives, fot OT 
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( r.) Conſider (as hath been ſhewn 
in the Dodrinal part) that they ate che 
anreformed Sins of a People that pro- 
voke God, and bring down Judgments; 
theſe - bring into a Valley of Achor, of 
great Diſtreſs, and- ſhur the Door of 
Hope of God's gracions Preſence with 
a Peapte ; as therefore you would pre- 
vent or remove the } ents of God, 
and Tokens of: his Diſpleaſure feared 
or-telt, Magiſtrates; Miniſters 'ori Peo- 
ple ſhould fet themſelves every one in 
their Places vyigorqufly, to ſtem the 
Torrent of 'Loofnels and Profanenels, 
and. promotes the Reformation of the 
Manners of -Meny} by furtheritig . the 
Execttion of good Laws for the Re- 
ſtraint and Punithment of Sin: 

(2.) Confider;- the mate to-ſtir:you 
bp:to the Ducy befote: you, that- che un- 
reformed Sing ab aPeople provoke God, 
even afcer he tdth begun to hew: Mer - 
oy to them;y:and- oþened a' Door of 
Hopez'yer: to thar 'thar Door again, 
and bring them mto 2 V alley of Azber, 
as hatly been proved under the ſecond 
Prcapoficon in the Doctrinal pare; :ahd 
may be furchdr provredifrom P/. x07. 33, 
"$aþ 'ahd Fade v.iy | Ochereforce, as you 

{would nbt-have _ to deal with 
T6013 us, 
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us, do what you can to further the 
Work of Reformation. God hath o- 
pen'dto us a Door of Hope many times 
formerly, bur our Sins have ſhut it a» 
gain ; and God hath lately, in a very 
gracious and peculiarly remarkable 
manner, opened a Door of Hope again 
to us, even in a Valley of Acbor, in 
bringing; in preſerving, directing and 
ſucceeding our Gracious Rightful So- 
vereign King William. Was it not a 
Valley -of Achor with us, when we 
were ſo faſt going back to the Egypt 
of Popery and Slavery ;; but God open- 
ed a Door of Hope, delivering us from 
cthat-Egypr, and thoſe Iron-Y okes ; - but 
if .we.remain an unreformed People, 
God can ſoon ſhut this Door again, and 
bring usback into a Wilderneſs: There- 
fore, as ybu would not have God, after 
he hath: begun to-do us: good, turn his 
Hand'againſt us, and lead us back into 
deep Diſtrefles. | Let every one of us ſet 
our Hands. and Heares to promote this 
Work of Reformation of Manners God 
hath ſo graciouſly begun amongſt us, in 
the great City, and many other places, 
and to our Comfort,-in this place alſo. 
-.(4.) Conſider,” (what was alfo told 
you in the clearing of ata an 
' tnac 
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that this Reformation if right and tho- 
row, will open a Door of Hope of 
God's Continuance of his gracious Pre- 
ſence with us, ye2, of his reſtoring oficz 
when, for a Peoplz's Sins, he had with- 
drawn it. Would you have God's Pre- 
ſence with us in our Land, and the 
place we live in; O promote this, re- 
turn to God, this reforming Work, 
both in your ſelves and others. 

(1.) This is the way to have God's 
Preſence fo far with a People, 'as to 
blaſt the Artempts of God's and their 
Enemies againſt them, and bleſs them 
intheic Atcemprs againſt ſuch, We are, 


. praiſed be God, at preſent at Peace, 


but Enemies both at home and abroad, 
queſtion-leſs, are and will be at work, 
and our Peace is like to be but ſhort- 
liv'd, if God do not keep up in and a- 
mongſt us a War againſt our Sins, our 
worſt Enemies. As ever you would 
have your Peace continued, the De- 
ligns and Attempts of Enemies defeat- 

and broken, and our Attempts a- 
gainſt God's and our enemies ſucceeded, 
carry on begun Reformation to further 
Degrees co higher pitches. 

(2.) Would you have God's Preſence 
amongſt us, to _ us with able, _ 

2 u 
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ful Counſellours, and blefs their Conn- 
ſels ? Would you have God's Blefling up- 


. on publick and Parliamentary COvAIes 


that under God, the Welfare of 
Nation, and the Security of Religion, 
Laws and Liberties do fo much depend 
upon ? Would you have it with us as 
God promileth, 1/i. 1. 25, 26, that he 
will give Judges as at the firſt, ang 
Counſeffours asat the beginning ; then 
do as they- are exhorted to do in the 
16th' and 17h Verſes of that Chapter, 
Waſh you, make you clean, put away 
the Evil of yoor doin "Pp from b-fore bis 
Eyes; ceaſe todo evil, learn todo well, 
carry 0 | Reformation thoroughly. 
(3.) This is the way.to procure Plen- 
ty 3 6 it is forthe Sins of a People that 
d ſends Scarcity and Cleannefs of 
64 wiz, for the Abuſe of Plenty by 
Gluttony, Drunkennefs, and feedi 
Men's Luſts. We have bad ſome Scar- 
city, and if God with.hold a Seaſon for 
the remaining Harveſt, we may yet 


feel more. of Fhac ſore a by 


prevent it. by d Ns our utmoſt, 
reform, the.groſs A Bale of God's Wo 


cies, and all Eon Sins 
(4) As oP would DT Bre- 
Fence continued in the Enjoyment of 
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the Goſpel, and Gofgel Ordinances, 
vigorouſly proſecute this Work of Re- 


formacton ; for they are the unreform- = 


ed Sins of a People, that provoke God 
to fend che worſt fort of Famine (a far 
worſe than that which the laft Head 
mentioned) a Famine of che Word of 
the Lord, Amos 8. 3, 9, 10, It, 12, All 
this is threatned for the Sin of Sabbath- 
Profanation, wer. 5, 6. 

(5.) Would you have God to be our 
God, our Husband; our Land married 
to him, and us to be his People, his 
peculiar Treafare farther this Work of 
Reformation, do as [/ael is directed, 
Hof. 2. 2. and asit is promiſed ſhe ſhould 
do, wer. 7. Put away our Sins, and our 
Iniquities far from® us, and return we 
to our firft Husband, and uſe all the 
Advantages and Means you have for 
forwarding others doing fo. 

(IF.) I now come very briefly to ſpeak 
by way of Dire&ion, to all thoſe that 
are ingaged in, or wiſh well to the car- 
rying on this Work of Reformation, 
and ſhew what it is, that the Attempts. 
for Reformation of Manners, give 
Hopes. of in themſelves, and others, 
which if they do produce, will open a 
Door of Hope of God's Prefence a- 
mongf, and Blefling with us: 

D 3 (1.) Theſe 
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(1.) Theſe Attempts for Reformati- 
on give Hope, That they who attempt 
the reforming of others, and reſtraining 
and puniſhing the looſe and wicked 
Practices of others, their Drunkennels, 
Swearing, Uncleanneſs, Sabbath-Pro- 
fanation, &c. ---- will be very careful 
to keep themſelves from the Guile and 
PraQice of theſe Sins, yea, to keep very 
far from an evil Matter, from all Ap- 
pearances, and Occaſions of theſe Sins, 
vain Words, tipling, fitting with any 
looſe Companions, and the like. As you 
would have your Actempers for Refor- 
mation be a Door of Hope, look very 
carefully to your own Converſations. 
If Magiſtrates, that ſhould puniſh theſe 
Sins, be guiliy of them themſelves, how 
ſhould it be expeRed that: they ſhould 
puniſh others, or that what they do in 
it, ſhould retorm others, while they by 
their evil Example, harden them in the 
very Sins they puniſh them for. If Mi- 
niſters preach againſt theſe Sins, and 
yet. allowedly commit them, they are 
more like to draw Men into Sin by 
ſuch their wretched Practice, than to 
reform and turn Men from Sin by their 
Do&rine : And fo private Perſons, if 
they proſecute others, andare guilty of 
the ſame Sins themſelyes,how can they 

| hope 
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hope to be inſtrumental” in reforming 
others. ---- Then will Endeavours for 
Reformation be a Door of Hope, when 
they begin in thoſe Perſons themſelves 


; that promote it in others. 


(2.) Atcemptsto reform the evil Man- 
ners of others, do give Hopes that all 
ingaged in this Work, will endeavour 
not only to keep from thele grols Sins, 
puniſhable by the Laws of Men, but 
even from all Sin whatſoever; from 
every thing that may give juſt Offence 
and Scandal, and cauſe Men to reproach 
Religion and the Profeſſours of ic ; ſuch 
as are Pride, indulging unruly Paflions, 
Injuſtice, deceiving, over-reaching in 
our Dealings, making no Conſcience of 
Mens Words in buying and ſzIling, in 
making good our Promiſes, and paying 
of juſt Debts as far as able; yea, Hard- 
neſs and Uncharitableneſs in their Deal- 
ings: Theſe things Men do otr' charge 
Profeſſours with ; fee that you give not 
any, no not the leaſt juſt ground for 
ſuch Charges: But be very juft in your 
Dealings, true to your Word and Pro- 
miſes, yea, merciful and compaſſionate, 
as you would have your Endeavours 
for reforming the groſs Sins of others 
effe&ual, and to open a Door of Hope 


ta our Land. 
- D4 (3.) Mens 
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(4.3 Mens Actempes to reform the 
Manners of others, give ground of 
Hope; that they will vigorouſly endea- 
vour to reform in themſelves even 
Heart-ſins, and the inward as well as 
outward Ads of Sin. ' 1 am fure it 
ſhould ingage you to this, and to ec 
upon the conſcientioas, religious Per- 
formance of Duties ; of Family- duties 
daily, Morning and Evening-Prayer, 
and Praiſes, and reading the Scriptures 
in your Families, and frequent. in{trudt- 
ing and catechiſing theſe under your 
Charge, and to fee to (ecrer Duties, 
and to Sabbath-{anRification, in Atten- 
dance on publick Ordinances and in 
Family and Cloſet-duties of divine In- 
ſticution, and ARts of Worſhip, as 
well as abſtaining from poſitive Sab- 
bach profatiation, by Thoughts, Words 
or Actions about worldly Employments 
or Recreations. Yea, we jultly hope, 
and expect from you, that you will 
endeavour” after Heart-holinels, after 
true Grace and growth in, and Exer- 
cile of ic, as well as keeping up the 
Form of Godlineſs, and the outward 
partvf Religion, in your Converſation 
before Men. As eyer you defire your 
Arremprs for the Reformation of others, 
may open a Door of Hope 6f God's 
OK, ©! Mercy 
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Mercy to the Land, fee that you fee 
upon this thorow.heact and Life-Re- 
formation in your ſelves. 

(4.) The attempting, and eſpecially 
the effeting the Retormation of the 
looſe and profane Manners of Men, 
gives hopes in relation to thoſe whoſe 
Reformation you ſeek, that it may, , 
through God's pracious Blefling upon, 
and ſecting in with ict, bring them to 
ſound Converſion to Faith in Chriſt, 
* and a reform and changeofche Heart ; 
this you ſhould aim at, pray for, and 
preſs, that outward Reformation may 
be a ſtep in them to this thorow and 
inward Work, and to the ſetting upon 
the Duties of Religion, and getting rid 
of that Hardnefs of Heart, which their 
profane Practices had fo deeply rivered. 
Tho' outward Reformation may re- 
move at preſent, fome outward Judg- 
ments, or at leaſt, reprieve from the 
preſent full Execution of them, yet 
nothing can ſecure God's gracious, a+ 
ving Preſence, but Faith in Chriſt ac- 
companied with, and evidenced by 
Conſcience of Duties of our general 
and particular Calling , Exerciſe of 
Grace and Holineſs of Heare. In all 
your Attempts to amend the Manners 
of others, endeayour to promote this 

| thorow 
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thorow Heart-deep Reformation, pray 
for this, preſs to it. And you that are 
reformed from, or have not been guilty 
of, thoſe groſs Sins of Swearing, Drunk- 
enneſs, Uncleanneſs, Sabbath-profana- 
tion, and other ſuch like enormous 
Crimes, but are brought to Civiliey, 
and moral Honeity, yet fee that you 
reſt nor in this, no, nor in any thing 
ſhort of Chriſt, an Intereſt in him by a 
true living Faich, and a thorow Work 
of Grace, and the Practice of Holi- - 
neſs in Heart and Life : For tho” out- 
ward Reformation, a civil ſober Con- 
verſation, and moral Honeſty be com- 
mendable, and your indiſpenfible Du- 
ty, without which, you can have no 
Evidence of the Truth of Grace, what- 
ever your Profefſion and Pe: formances 
may be ; yet if you gono further, ſuch 
a partial Reformation will never prove 
ſaving to your own Souls ; nay, meer 
Civility, Morality, yea, Gifts and ex- 
ternal Performances refed in, are like 
to prove hindrances of found Conver- 
fion : Hence Chriſt tells the Scribes and 
Phariſees, Mat. 21. 31. That Publicans 
and Harlots repenting and believing, 
went into the Kingdom of God before 
them who ſtayed and truſted in their 
Pharifaical Righteouſnels. Promote 

there- 
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therefore outward Reformation, but 
alſo to your utmoſt, preſs and forward 
thorow: converſion in others. Let Mi- 
niſters preſs this on People, and let 
private Lhriſtians preſs this roo in their 
places; and you who are more parti- 
cularly ingaged in this good reforming 
Work, do you preſs on thoſe Sinners 
you have to do with, to this thorow 
Reformation, to Faith in Chriſt, the 
Practice of Religion, and the Power 
of Godlineſs. This is the way to make 
Reformation a Door of Hope of God's 
Saving- mercy to your Souls, and of his 
gracious Preſence with the Land, and 
the Churches of Chriſt in it. 

(5.) Endeavours for Reformation of 
Manners, are a Door of Hope, as the 
joining together of ſerious, ſober, and 
religious Perſons (tho? differing in their 
Per{wafions in ſome lefler Matters) in 
this Work, gives hopes of uniting them 
in Love and AfﬀeRion one to another, 
and fo far as they have attained walk- 
ing by the ſame Rule, and minding the 
ſame thing, Phil. 3. 16. and bearing 
with each other where there may be 
ſome difference in Judgment and Pra- 
Rice, while they agree in the main, in 
all neceſſary things in Doctrine and 
Worſhip, and the Practice of Holineſs. 
When 
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When Divifions are healed, Animofj- 
ties, Cenloriouſnefs and Uncharitable- 
neſs laid aſide, there will be a Door of 
Hope opened, that we ſhal} enjoy the 
gracious: Preſznce of God and his Blef- 
ſngupon us, in our pertonal and more 
private, and in our National and 
Church-Capacity : Now joining toge- 
ther if promoting Rejormation, 1s a 
likely Means to chis defireable Chri- 
ſttan-Union of Aﬀections; for one 
great Caufe of differences -is the Pre- 
judices in Mens minds againft one ano- 
ther, occaſioned by Strangenels, and 
not converfing together ; buc when fo- 
ber Religious Perlons join in prone» 
ting Reformation, and fee that they 
drive on, the fame good and holy ends, 
it-bceeds better Thoughts of one ano« 
ther. Therefore labour to fer open, 
and keep open this Door of Hope, viz. 
Union in the main, atoeng alt that 
fear God, tho? differing m fome teller 
Matters; tor truly ethere' is nothing 
that furs the Door of Hops againſt us 
more, thaw the. Divifions, Heart-burn- 
ings, and Animofities, among thoſe that 
agree in the Eſfentials and: Fundamen- 
tals of Doctrine, Worſhip, and Chri- 
{tian Pradtics.: Oh then," as/you- would 
have the Reformation that is fot on 
foot, 
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font, be a Door of Hope, pray for and 
promote-the healing of the Diviſions 
among Perſons,. protefliing the fame 
Truth and Gadlineſs; endeavour to 
preſerve the Unity of the Spirit' in the 
Bond of Peace, ſpeaking the Truth in 
Love, Eph. 4. 3, 15. Speak the Truth, 
and contend .carneſtly far. the Faith 
(Jude v. 4.) yet fpeak ic in Love, Put 
not the workt-Canſtrution on Mens 
Words and: Actions ; but put the beft 
Interpretation upon doubtful Exprefli- 
ons, and Actions, that they will admir 
of, e{pegially when in other places and 
at other times, they explain what was 
polfibly- at firſt delivered, fo as to be 
ſomewhat hable ro Exception. - Faften 
not upan- Men Conſequences. of Do- 
&rine, which they never intended, nor 
exer ſaw inthem : Men. may fhew the 
rag: 'Conkequences of Dodtrines, bur 
ſhould not charge the Perſons with in 
tending- and;:emibracing thoſe: Conſe. 
quences, which they renounce: Thas 
heartily defire and endeavour to reform 
andhealihelamentable, finfut, miſchie- 
yous,. ant} -vety: threamning Diviſions a- 
 Profeflounvf the ſameReligion, 
eripus in chair: Profeffion of Godli- 
Refs. .--<T his-would be a Doos of Hope 


- (6) And 
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(6.) And laſtly, Endeavours for Re- 
formation of Manners, will be a Door 
of Hope when they do (as to be ſure 
they ſhould) excite all thoſe that are 
God's People to be more eminenc in the 
Profeffion of Religion and Godlineſs, 
more lively in every Grace, more ready 
to and inever good Work, when by fee- 
ing Sinners retormed from Ads of Pro- 
fanenefs, rue Saints are excited to more 
eminent:Degrees of Holinels, to greater 
Exemplarineſs of Converfation,to repair 
their Decays in Grace, to reform their 
Pride, and cheir coo great Conformity 
to the Spiritof the World,then(toallude 
to that paſſage, 1Cor,16 9) a great Door 
and effeual of Hope will be opened up- 
on us, - as.20 the Continuance of God's 
gracious Preſence with us: And this 
ſhould be-a ſpur to Saints to great Cir- 
cumipection-in their walk,” and greater 
Fruitfulnels in every good Word and 
Work; tor truly che Unreformedneſfs of 
Profeſtours, their Pride, Formality, De- 
caysin Grace, conformity tothe world, 
theit covetous, ſelfiſh frame of Spirit, 
their loſing their Zeal, andieaving mitich 
of their firſt Love, :doth as much ſhut 
the Door of Hope, asany other fins,even 
the'ſins- of profane Perſons, Rev. 2-5. 
Therefore all you that are Proline 
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of more than ordinary Strianefs in Re- 
ligion, while you would reform the 
Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Filthineſfs, and 
Sabbath-profanation of groſs Sinners, 
and fee them in ſome degree reformed: 
For ſhame, 'do. you reform yodr Pride 
of Heart and Lite, your Conformity to 
the Cuſtoms, the gariſh Faſhions and 
Drefles of the world ; that Pride: that 
teſtifies to the Face of many Profeſſours 
both Men and Women ; Womens high 
Heads, and Mens flanting Perukes, that 
hide their Faces, as if they were aſha- 
med, (as well indeed they may in ſuch 
effeminate Dreiles) to ſhew them, and 
make them look as out of a Priſon- 
grate ; fo likewiſe, the Worldlineſs and 
Selfiſhneſs of Profeſſours, is much to be 
bewailed, and ſhould be with the great- 
eft Vigour reformed. If you would. do 
as the Church of Epheſus is by Chriſt di. 
reed todo, Rev. 2. 5. remember from 
whence you are fallen, and repeat, and 
do yourfirſt Works, it would be-a Door 
of Hope: If-while you deſire and at- 
tempt to break the Knots of Swearing, 
Tipling, revelling Companions, you 
would alſo improve your Meetings to- 
gether, and your friendly Viſits, to ſpi- 
ritual Purpoſes, to the ſharpening and 
adrancing Grace mutually, to the pro- 
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